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LOS ANGELES CENTER FOR 


l COMMUNITY LAW AND ACTION 
2 || GINA HONG (SBN 322256) 
gina.hong@laccla.org | (213) 342 1572 
3 || LYDIA NICHOLSON (SBN 339152) 
4 lydia.nicholson@laccla.org | (424) 325-5842 
346 S. Gless St., Los Angeles, CA 90033 

5 || Attorneys for Petitioner 

6 SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

7 COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - CENTRAL DISTRICT 

8 

LOS ANGELES SUNSHINE Gene AA 

2 || COALITION, 

10 Br VERIFIED PETITION FOR WRIT OF 
MANDATE ORDERING COMPLIANCE WITH 

11 y. THE CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 
12 CITY OF LOS ANGELES, [Government Code §§ 6250 et seq.; Code of Civil 
13 Respondent Procedure § 1085] 
14 
15 
16 1. Petitioner seeks a writ of mandate requiring Respondent to immediately make available 
17 || code-compliant public records requested pursuant to the California Public Records Act 
18 || (“CPRA”), Government Code $ 6250, et seg. Petitioner also respectfully requests this Court 
19 || grant relief in the form of costs of suit, attorney’s fees, and other appropriate and just relief 
20 || resulting from Respondent’s unlawful conduct. 
2l PARTIES 
22 
23 2. Petitioner, Los Angeles Sunshine Coalition (“LASC” or “Petitioner”), is an 
24 || unincorporated association that uses public records requests to collect and publish information 
25 || about government activity in the Los Angeles area. LASC advocates for transparency in 
26 || government records and public meetings. For example, LASC recently testified before the Senat 
27 || Committee on Governance and Finance regarding potential changes in California open 
28 || government law. LASC is a member of the public within the meaning of $$ 6252(b)-(c). 
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3. Respondent the City of Los Angeles (“Respondent”) is a local public agency within the 
meaning of Gov. Code §§ 6252(a), (d). 


JURISDICTION AND VENUE 


4. This court has jurisdiction over this petition pursuant to Gov. Code §§ 6258 & 6259, 
Code Civ. Proc. § 1085, and Article VI, Section 10 of the California Constitution. 

5. Venue is proper in this Court. The records in question, or some portion of them, are 
situated in the County of Los Angeles, Gov. Code § 6259; the acts or omissions complained of 
occurred in the County of Los Angeles, Code Civ. Proc. § 393; and Respondent is located in the 
County of Los Angeles, Code Civ. Proc. § 395. 


ALLEGATIONS 


6. This dispute arises from the failure of the City of Los Angeles to respond to a request for 
public records. In September of 2022, Petitioner submitted two requests for records to Los 
Angeles Worldwide Airports (“LAWA”). These two requests are the subject of the instant 


action: 


Request No. 1: September 19, 2022 


7. Petitioner’s request for public records: On September 19, 2022, the Petitioner 
requested “a roster of airport police sworn officers,” including specific information— name, 
rank, serial and badge numbers, gender, and race of each officer. Petitioner requested this 
information be provided in a character-searchable, electronic format. A true and correct copy of 
the request is attached as Exhibit 1. 

8. Respondent’s response: On September 22, 2022, Respondent responded to Petitioner, 
stating that no responsive records were found; Respondent then marked the request as “closed.” 
Petitioner immediately requested that Respondent assist in describing records that contain the 


information Petitioner sought. Petitioner further requested that the request be re-opened. To date, 
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Respondent has ignored Petitioner’s subsequent communications and has taken no further action 
to respond to Petitioner. 

9. Respondent’s violations: The CPRA requires the Respondent to assist the Petitioner in 
identifying records containing the information sought; the statute is clear that the Respondent 
must “make a focused and effective request that reasonably describes an identifiable record or 
records,” and “all of the following, to the extent reasonable under the circumstances”: “Assist the 
member of the public to identify records and information that are responsive to the request or to 
the purpose of the request, if stated”; “Describe the information technology and physical location 
in which the records exist”; “Provide suggestions for overcoming any practical basis for denying 
access to the records or information sought” Gov. C. § 6253.1. The Respondent has violated its 
duty to assist the Petitioner. Further, Government Code § 6253.9(a) explicitly provides, “any 
agency that has information that constitutes an identifiable public record not exempt from 
disclosure pursuant to this chapter that is in an electronic format shall make that information 
available in an electronic format when requested by any person...” Respondent failed to provide 
code-compliant responses to Petitioner’s request by failing to provide responsive documents in 


character-searchable formats. 


Request No. 2: September 22, 2022 


10. Petitioner’s request for public records: On September 22, 2022, Petitioner renewed its 
request to Respondent, requesting the same information contained in Petitioner’s September 19, 
2022 requests. A true and correct copy of this request is attached hereto as Exhibit 2. 

11. Respondent’s response: In response to Petitioner’s request, Responded marked the 
request as “closed,” stating “We have no disclosable records.” Respondent has made no further 
efforts to respond to Petitioner’s request. 

12. Respondent’s violations: The CPRA requires the Respondent to assist the Petitioner in 
identifying records containing the information sought; the statute is clear that the Respondent 
must “make a focused and effective request that reasonably describes an identifiable record or 


records,” and “all of the following, to the extent reasonable under the circumstances”: “Assist the 
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member of the public to identify records and information that are responsive to the request or to 
the purpose of the request, if stated”; “Describe the information technology and physical location 
in which the records exist”; “Provide suggestions for overcoming any practical basis for denying 
access to the records or information sought” Gov. C. § 6253.1. The Respondent has violated its 
duty to assist the Petitioner. Further, Government Code § 6253.9(a) explicitly provides, “any 
agency that has information that constitutes an identifiable public record not exempt from 
disclosure pursuant to this chapter that is in an electronic format shall make that information 
available in an electronic format when requested by any person...” Respondent failed to provide 
code-compliant responses to Petitioner’s request by failing to provide responsive documents in 
character-searchable formats. 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE AND RELIEF PURSUANT TO THE 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC RECORDS ACT, GOV. CODE 88 6250, et seq. 

13. Petitioner incorporates herein by reference the allegations above, as if set forth in full. 

14. Petitioner is entitled to seek a writ of mandate and declaratory relief in response to 
violation of the CPRA. Gov. Code § 6258. Petitioner has no plain, speedy, adequate remedy in 
the ordinary course of law, other than the relief sought in this petition. Code Civ. Proc. § 
1086.31. 

15. Respondent has a clear, present, ministerial duty to comply with Gov. Code §§ 6250, et 
seq. Respondent has repeatedly acted and continues to act in violation of the CPRA by denying 
access to public records and information through its failure to assist the Petitioner in identifying 
which records would contain the information sought, and its failure to produce code-compliant 
documents in requested electronic formats. Gov. Code §§ 6253.1, 6253.9(a) 

16. Petitioner has performed all conditions precedent to filing this petition. There are no 
administrative exhaustion requirements under Gov. Code §§ 6250, et seq. 

17. An actual controversy exists between the parties concerning whether Respondent has 
engaged in conduct that violates the statutory requirements of the CPRA. A judicial 


determination to resolve this actual controversy is necessary and appropriate at this time. 


REQUEST FOR RELIEF 


4 


VERIFIED PETITION 


VD 0 DB oa A QU N me 


N N N N N N N N KN HH CH. PF Fr a FA pa Y: Y 
oN DBO 4 A Ww N e O © 0 1 A 4 A QU N me O 


18. WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests judgement as follows: 

19. That the Court issue a peremptory writ of mandate directing Respondent to make all 
requested documents available for inspection and provide a quote for direct costs of duplication 
of the records within 10 days of the Court’s order; 

20. That the Court enter an order awarding Petitioner its costs of suit and reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs incurred in bringing this litigation; 


21. For such other relief as this Court deems just and proper. 


Dated: 11/25/2022 


Respectfully submitted, 


LA CENTER FOR COMMUNITY LAW AND ACTION 


By: FT 


Gina Hong, Esq. 


Attorneys for Petitioner 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Adrian Riskin, have read the foregoing Petition for Writ of Mandate and know the contents 
thereof. The same is true of my own knowledge, except as to those matters alleged on 


information and belief, and, as to those matters, I believe them to be true. 


I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 


true and correct. Executed this 25th day of _ November in Los Angeles, California 


by: 


ap on behalf of 


LOS ANGELES SUNSHINE COALITION 
Petitioner 
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https://lawa.nextrequest.com/requests/22-871 
Request 22-871 - NextRequest - Modern FOIA & Public Records Request Software 


PUBLIC RECORD REQUESTS 


LOS ANGELES WORLD AIRPORTS “*SEREQUEST ALL REQUESTS 


DOCUMENTS 


SIGNED IN w 


Dates 


Received 
September 19, 2022 via web 


Requester 


Q Adrian Riskin 
Y adrian@foutu.org 


fm Los Angeles Sunshine Coalition 


Staff Assigned 


Departments 
Airport Police Division 


Point of contact 
APD Records Unit 


FAQS HELP PRIVACY TERMS 


Request 22-871 


Y 


Request 


| would like to see a roster of airport police sworn officers including the following information: 


1. Name 

2. rank 

3. serial number 

4. badge number if different 
5. gender 

6. race 


Please note that | have litigated this issue with LAPD and the City determined that none of the information | seek is 
exempt from release. Please take that into account when responding. Also, | need this roster in XLSX format or 
some kind of character-searchable format. Please don't send copies that aren't searchable. | have also successfully 
litigated this issue with the City. 


Timeline Documents 


External Message ^ Requester + Staff 


Hi Officer, the CPRA imposes a mandatory duty on your department to assist me in describing 
records which contain the information | seek. This is required by law. Please stop fooling around, re- 
open the request, and assist me as you're required to do. 


September 27, 2022, 10:29am by the requester 


Requester + Staff 


External Message ^ 
Fine. Now's the legally required part of the process where you assist me in describing records that 


contain the information | seek. Please reopen this request and tell me what records you have that 
contain that information so that | can request them properly. 


September 22, 2022, 12:50pm by the requester 


Request Closed ^ aii 


No responsive record on file. 


R ff 
External Message ^ equester + Sta 


Dear Requestor, 


In response to your California Public Records Act request dated September 19, 2022. We performed 
a thorough search of our records and found no responsive record on file. 


Thank you, 


Airport Police Division 


September 22, 2022, 12:48pm by Royce Wilson, Administrative Clerk (Staff) 


Public 


z Department Assignment 
Airport Police Division 
& R Public 
equest Opened 
Request received via web 
O NextRequest 


an Optimere brand 


Captured by FireShot Pro: 07 October 2022, 08:51:39 
https://getfireshot.com 
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https://lawa.nextrequest.com/requests/22-888 
Request 22-888 - NextRequest - Modern FOIA & Public Records Request Software 


PUBLIC RECORD REQUESTS 
LOS ANGELES WORLD AIRPORTS MAKE REQUEST ALL REQUESTS DOCUMENTS 


Request Visibility: ® Published 


SIGNED IN w 


Request 22-888 E 


Dates Request 


| would like to see records sufficient to allow me to assemble a roster of airport police sworn officers including the 


Received following information: 


September 22, 2022 via web 


1. Name 

Requester 2. rank 
3. serial number 

2, Adrian Riskin 4. badge number if different 
5. gender 


Y adrian@foutu.org 
6. race 


im Los Angeles Sunshine Coalition 


Please note that | have litigated this issue with LAPD and the City determined that none of the information | seek is 
exempt from release. Please take that into account when responding. Also, | need these records in XLSX format or 

Staff Assigned some kind of character-searchable format. Please don't send copies that aren't searchable. | have also successfully 
litigated this issue with the City. 


Departments 


Human Resources Timeline Documents 


Point of contact 


APD Records Unit ® Request Published Public 

Request Closed ^ = 
We have no disclosable records. 

= Department Assignment ee 
Added: Human Resources . Removed: Airport Police Division. 

= Department Assignment oe 
Airport Police Division 

© Request Opened Puoi 
Request received via web 

FAQS HELP PRIVACY TERMS GNextRequest 


Captured by FireShot Pro: 07 October 2022, 08:52:23 
https://getfireshot.com 


